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ideas and institutions imported here in more or less
definite form; but they all shriveled up and became
obsolete because they were totally unfit for a society
in which land was unlimited and civil authority ade-
quate to maintain peace. The only element of manor-
making which was at work here was the lack of laborers.
Serfdom and villainage were in large measure due to
the necessity of holding the laborer to the spot in order
that tillage might be carried on. In this country, at
least in the northern states, slavery was due to the
necessity of holding the laborer to the spot in order
that tillage might go on.1 Slavery, therefore, must be
regarded as a product of some of the same conditions
which in Europe made serfdom. Plantations took
the place of manors in the South and yeoman farms
with a small amount of slavery took the place of them
in the North. This difference in land tenure and
agricultural system between America and the old
countries, which was foreseen and devised by no man
but was imposed upon the colonists by the facts they
had to deal with, became, of course, the cause of the
greatest differences through the whole social organiza-
tion. The development here was new, fresh, and
original. Slavery appears as an incongruous element
at first; as the population increased and the organiza-
tion became more developed, that institution was
dropped in the northern states. There its incongruity
with the whole social system and the ethical ideas of a
body of yeomen tilling their own soil first became
apparent- At a later time, by the progress of the
arts, slavery became dispensable and it has disappeared
entirely. With its cessation it seemed that every ves-
tige of a manor system or analogy to it had vanished
1 Franklin's Works, H, 314.